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We leawrn to-love everyone as Jesus loves us




Spelling and Phonics Policy

Here at Our Lady’s we believe it is vitally important that children are accurate and
fluent spellers. Children are taught to do this at Our Lady’s by learning:

¢ The relationship between sounds and letters (phonics).
¢ Understanding morphology (word structure).
¢ Understanding orthography (spelling structure).

To establish consistent practice, progression and continuity in the teaching and
learning of spelling and phonics throughout the school.

To differentiate spelling and phonics work according to the needs of pupils, so

that all pupils are given sufficient challenge at a level at which they can
experience success.

To give children word work strategies that will enable them to become fluent readers
and confident writers.

Implementation:

Word work taught explicitly, frequently and regularly: ‘Read Write Inc. Phonics’
Careful differentiation for all ability groups, addressing the needs of children
with special educational needs, including gifted children, based on ongoing
formative assessment.

Word of the Week.

Teaching Phonics

At Our Lady’s we equip our children for learning to read and write by developing their
phonic knowledge and skills. We now use ‘Read, Write Inc’ to teach reading and
writing in EYFS and KS1, as well as the government produced scheme of work
called ‘Letters and Sounds’, which sets out a detailed and systematic programme for
teaching phonic skills for children starting by the age of five, with the aim of them
becoming fluent readers by the age of seven.

High quality phonics sessions will be enhanced by a multi-sensory teaching
approach, aware of different learning styles including visual, auditory and
kinaesthetic.

All children who do not meet the required standard of reading at the end of Year 1 in
the ‘Phonics Screening Test’, are identified for further support in small focus groups
to benefit from extra practice. We are fully aware of the value of over-learning, i.e.
revisiting and practising words. Little and often is the most effective method. During
Year 2 those children will work in small intervention groups to catch up and
consolidate.




Reception

Scheme of work Read, Write, Inc.

How often? 5 times a week

Differentiation Ability groups

Structure / content Daily sessions — 10 minutes, building up to 15

minutes on Phonics, then 15 minutes reading

Where do we record spelling work? Phonics books,

Get Writing books, English books and
home/school diaries

Scheme of work Read, Write, Inc.

How often? 5 times a week

Differentiation Ability groups

Structure / content Daily sessions — 15 minutes, on Phonics, then
15 minutes reading.

Where do we record spelling work? Phonics books,
Get Writing books, English books and
home/school diaries

Scheme of work Read, Write, Inc.
Oxford Owl — phased in alongside

How often? 4 times a week

Differentiation Ability groups
(complemented by Oxford Owl Spelling’)

Structure / content Daily sessions — 15 minutes, on Phonics, then 15
minutes reading.
Introducing when appropriate:
Oxford Owl. - 15 minute sessions, daily
Where do we record spelling Phonics books,
work? Get Writing books, English books and home/school
diaries




Teaching Spelling

At Our Lady’s our spelling programme of study, draws upon a variety of resources
and techniques: the main one being ‘Read Write Inc. Spelling’, which was developed
by Ruth Miskin for children in years 2-6.

Spelling is taught discreetly as well as being embedded throughout the school day.
Teachers also ensure that spelling rules are being reinforced when teaching any
writing based activity. The programme of study supports the aims of the National
Curriculum to ensure that children:

Spell new words correctly and have plenty of practice in spelling them...including
exception words and homophones.

Spell words as accurately as possible using their phonic knowledge and other
knowledge of spelling, such as morphology (the study of the form of words) and
etymology (the study of the origins and development of words).

Are supported in understanding and applying the concepts of word structure.
Spell words that they have not yet been taught by using what they have learnt
about how spelling works in English.

Year 3

Scheme of work

Read, Write Inc. Spelling

How often?

5 times a week

Differentiation

LA are provided with intervention group support and
SAFMEDS / APPLS

HA pupils explore and deepen understanding of Y3
spelling rules

Structure / content

Y3 ‘Read, Write Inc. spelling’
15 minute sessions

Where do we record spelling
work?

Spelling journals — some work is completed orally or on
individual whiteboards

Scheme of work

Read, Write Inc. Spelling

How often?

5 times a week

Differentiation

LA receive intervention support and SAFMEDS/ APPLS

HA pupils explore and deepen understanding of Y4
spelling rules

Structure / content

Y4 ‘Read, Write Inc. spelling’
15 minute sessions

Where do we record spelling
work?

Spelling journals — some work is completed orally or on
individual whiteboards




Scheme of work Read, Write Inc. Spelling

How often? 5 times a week

Differentiation LA receive intervention support and SAFMEDS/ APPLS

HA pupils explore and deepen understanding of Y5
spelling rules

Structure / content Y5 ‘Read, Write Inc. spelling’

15 minute sessions

Where do we record spelling | Spelling journals — some work is completed orally or on
work? individual whiteboards

Scheme of work Read, Write Inc. Spelling

How often? 5 times a week

Differentiation LA receive intervention support and SAFMEDS/ APPLS

HA pupils explore and deepen understanding of KS2
spelling rules

Structure / content Y6 ‘Read, Write Inc. spelling’
15 minute sessions
Sats practice spelling tests
Where do we record spelling | Spelling journals — some work is completed orally or on
work? individual whiteboards, or previous test papers

Home / school links

In Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, spellings are regularly sent home: (in
KS2 on a weekly basis). The children are asked to practice using a variety of
methods, such as ‘Look, cover, write and check’, colour coding, Samba Spelling,
dictionary races, word searches etc. These spellings are based on the spelling rule
being taught that week. In KS2 the children are then tested on these words at the
end of the week, then revised at regular intervals, as well as learning new spellings.

Following the requirements of the new National Curriculum 2014, children in Key
Stage 2 are also required to learn word lists in addition to their weekly spellings. We
have split these into ten spellings for each half term to make the learning of these
more manageable. See Appendix 1 for the full lists of these spellings.




Impact:

At Our Lady’s we are mindful of the very individual needs of all our pupils, and all
staff work hard to ensure that they are aware of individual children’s needs through
all kinds of formative assessment.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 spelling is assessed in class
daily as an on-going part of the ‘Read, Write, Inc.” programme of study. In Year 1 and
Year 2, as well as the daily ‘Read, Write, Inc.” lesson, the children eligible for the
Phonics Screening Check are also tested regularly, throughout the year on real and
nonsense words by carrying out a ‘practice’ phonics screening check. The data
produced by the tests is then analysed so that vulnerable groups are identified and
intervention is put in place.

Y2 pupils will also be given half termly tests, following the ‘Read Write Inc. scheme.
This will prepare them for the end of key stage tests, and provide a bank of evidence
for tracking progress.

In Key Stage 2 the children will take part in a variety of different activities — using
colour, ‘samba spelling’, word changers, etc as well as a weekly spelling test, which
is administered to test the words that have been set at the beginning of the week
(and sent home for further practice).

Marking Spelling

To highlight the importance of good spelling, it has been agreed that in any piece of
written work completed by a child, a teacher should, where appropriate, mark or
correct spellings accordingly.

Examples of when this correction may be appropriate include:

¢ A common, high frequency word, spelt incorrectly.

o A specific subject word, that has been given on the board, or in a word bank,
and has not been recorded correctly.

e A word given in previous tests, which has been spelt incorrectly.

Information on how we mark incorrect spellings at Our Lady’s can be found in the
Marking Policy.

Embedding Spelling

In view of the increased demands for greater accuracy and higher attainment
boundaries in national tests, we will actively look for, and draw attention to, spelling
patterns, examples and derivatives of spellings being studied in ALL AREAS OF THE
CURRICULUM.

Whilst acknowledging that the lesson focus and success criteria may be scientific,
geographical or religious, for example, we will utilize every opportunity to embed the
morphology and etymology of words encountered on a daily basis.

Adopted by:

Headteacher / Staff Governors

Updated: September 2024

To be reviewed September 2026




Appendjx 1

Word list - years 3 and 4

accident{zlly)
actual{ly)
address
BNSWEeT
appear
arrive
believe
bicycle
braath
braathe
build

busy'business

calendar
caught
cantre
cenbury
cartain
circle
compdets
consider
conbinue
decide
describe
differant
difficult
disappear

early

garth
gight’'eighth
encugh
BREICise
EEpEriance
exparimant
gxireme
famous
fawourite
February
forward(s)
fruit
grammar
group
guard
guide
heard
heart
height
history
imagine
increase
important
interast
island

knowledge
leam
length
library
mizterial
medicing
mention
minute
natural
naug ity
notice
oocasionially)
often
opposite
ondinary
particular
paculiar
parhaps
popular
position
possaession)
possible
poiatoes
pressura
probably
promise

purpose
quarter
question
racent
ragular
raign
remamber
sentence
saparate
special
straight
sirange
sirength
supposa
SUrprisa
therefora
thoughfalthowgh
thought
thirough
various
waight

WO M NAOman

Motes and guidance {non-statutory)

Teachers should continue to emphasise to pupils the relationships bebeesn sounds and
latters, envan when the relationships are unusual. Once roct words are learnt in this way,
longer words can be spelt correcthy, if the rules and guidance for adding prefizes and
suffies are also known.




Word list — years 5 and 6

BCCOmmooata

accompany
acconding
achiewe
BOgressive
amateur
ancient
apparent
appreciata
attached
gvailable
average

e kward
bargain
bruise
catagory
cemeatary

committes

commumnicate

Comimumnity
competition
consciance®
Conscious”
controwversy
Convenianca

comespond

criticise {critic + ise)
curiosity
dafinite
daspaerata
daterminad
davelop
dictionary
diszstrous
embarrass
gnvircnmant
equip (—ped, —ment)
especially
graggarate
gxcalient
exisianca
explanation
familiar
foreign

forty
frequantly
govemmant
guarantes
harass
hindrance
idantity
immediateily]

individual
interfara
interruzt
languaga
leisura
lightning
marvellous
mischiewous
muscle
NEcesEary
naighbour
nuisance
OCCuDY
ocour
opportunity
parliament
parsuade
physical
prejudice
privilege
profassion
programime

pronunciation

queus
recognisa

recommend

relevant
restaurant
rhyme
rhythim
sacTifice
sacratary
shoulder
signatura
sincere(ly)
goldier
stomach
sufficiant
suggast
symbaol
Eyshtem
temperaturea
thorough
bewalfth
variaty
vegatable
vehicla
yacht

Motes and guidance {non-statutory)

Teachers should continue to emphasis to pupils the relationships beteaen sounds and
letters, enven when the melationships are unusual. Once root words are learnt in this way,
longer words can be spelt correcthy if the rules and guidance for adding prefxes and
suffizes are also known. Many of the words in the list above can be wsad for practica in
adding suffmes.




