Beetle Boy – Answers
1. Director of Science at the Natural History Museum.
2. Any of the following:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]humdrum.
· mediocre.
· undistinguished.
· unexceptional
· average.
· commonplace.
3. Forgetful because he ‘lost keys’, ‘never took an umbrella on rainy days’, ‘late for school’. Friendly because he ‘exchanged pleasantries’ with the security guard.
4. Genre: a) Fiction (modern) – could be sci-fi.    b) Mystery / adventure.
5. Effective because the scene is set – it is emphasised that this is unusual – Dr Cuttle would not disappear or abandon his son. There are clues you want to investigate, you want answers to questions, such as ‘what has happened?’, ‘where has he gone?’ ‘What happened inside the room?’. Furthermore, the excerpt ends on a cliff-hanger.

