
 
 

 
 

Short Breaks Service 

      For Children with Disabilities 

 Newsletter w/c 13th November 2023 

This newsletter contains events and updates from various services around 

Halton, as well as other general information which you may find useful. You can 

find out more information on the Halton Local Offer page online or contact the 

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities team too. 

 
 

Area SEND inspection for Halton Local Area 

Partnership – surveys close tomorrow 

Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) are visiting our area to inspect the 
local arrangements for children and young people with special education needs and 
disabilities (SEND).  
 
The inspectors want to know about the help and support that children and young 
people with SEND get. You can tell us by filling in a survey below. Your answers are 
confidential.  
The surveys will close at 9am on Tuesday 14th November 2023 – don’t miss your 
chance to have your say.  
 

• Take the children and young people survey here. 
 

• Take the parent and carer survey here. 
 

• Take the parent and carer survey (Easy Read version) here. 
 
There is also a survey for practitioners working with children and young people with 
SEND in education, health or care services – click here to access this survey. 
 
You can also visit the Halton Local Offer page here for more information. 

https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/
mailto:aiminghigh.fordisabledchildren@halton.gov.uk
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-CYP/10284402
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-ParentCarer/10284402
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-ParentCarer-EasyRead/10284402
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-Practitioner/10284402
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Halton SEND Parent Carer’s Forum – November 

events and activities 
 

  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-CYP/10284402
https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-ParentCarer/10284402
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum


 
 

 
 

Halton SEND Parent Carer’s Forum has lots of events and activities planned 
throughout November including their school parent drop in sessions on 
Wednesday 15th November at Bridgewater Park Primary, Runcorn, and 
Wednesday 22nd November ar St. Berteline’s Primary, Runcorn. Both sessions are 
from 9.30am-11.30am  
 
And don’t forget the Information and Support Surgery on Saturday 18th 
November, 12pm-3pm at Moon Meadow scout hut, Widnes. Parents and carers can 
come and speak to all the SEND Local Authority and Woodview departments for 
advice. There will be crafts, bubbles, raffles, and Hot Dogs for all the kids - it really 
will be a family day out! 
 
The next session of the SYNC Youth Club for young people with SEND living in 
Halton aged 10-18 is on Sunday 26th November 12pm-5pm at Moon Meadow 
Scout Hut Widnes. Activities include board games, arts and crafts, lego and soft ball 
multi sports, or simply come along and chill – food and drink is supplied. Space are 
limited so please email inclusiviteeuk@gmail.com to book your places. 
 

They also have their latest online Zoom parent information workshops: 
 

• Thursday 16th November 7.30pm Vulnerable Beneficiary – Wills & 
Inheritance Parent Training Webinar.  

o https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81298593408?pwd=SmwrakFjYnk2amh
vOWk1b1BPeEo2UT09 

o Meeting ID: 812 9859 3408 Passcode: 741224 
 

• Thursday 23rd November 7.30pm Halton’s Short Breaks Service for 
Children with Disabilities – with Claire Gurney Halton’s SEND 
Commissioner.  

o https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82577196545?pwd=UGxWZEl1alZGeXp
1U0Y5cW9iaE9rZz09 

o Meeting ID: 825 7719 6545  Passcode: 885955 
 
If you are not a member of the Forum and want to join their zoom workshops, just 
email Jen on info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk for a membership form. 

mailto:inclusiviteeuk@gmail.com
mailto:info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk


 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum


 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum


 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum


 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/InclusiviteeCIC


 
 

 
 

Mako Create’s ‘Code A Drone’ sessions 

  

 

Join Mako Create for a unique holiday workshop where young coding enthusiasts 

aged 10-16 will explore the world of coding while creating captivating Christmas 

lights and delightful musical melodies. In this session, participants will craft their own 

Christmas jingle and code their own Christmas light display! 

Their free monthly Coding Club is a fun and supportive place for young people from 

Halton to get together to enjoy learning coding skills, completing challenges, and 

meet new people.  

• Thursday 7th December 4pm-6pm – Widnes Library. Click here to book. 

• Thursday 14th December 4.30pm-6.30pm at Grangeway Community 

Centre. Click here to book. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mako-coding-club-christmas-special-widnes-registration-722048054167
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mako-coding-club-christmas-special-runcorn-registration-722043821507
https://www.makocreate.co.uk/whats-on/


 
 

 
 

Tourette’s Workshop for parents with Halton 

Carers Centre 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonCarersCentreRuncornWidnes


 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonCarersCentreRuncornWidnes


 
 

 
 

You enquired, the team at Halton Carers Centre listened, and took action. 

Over the past year, they have noticed an increase in enquiries from Carers regarding 

Tourette's and Tics. They are excited to announce our exclusive collaboration with 

Tourette's Action to present a full-day workshop on Tourette's and Tics scheduled for 

February 2024. 

Following this comprehensive workshop, you'll gain a deeper understanding of 

Tourette's and tics, as well as insights into the daily challenges faced by individuals. 

This knowledge will empower you with the confidence to implement proven and 

effective strategies. 

Stay tuned to their social media and emails in the coming days for more details on 

not only this workshop but some continued professional development opportunities 

for professionals working with your child.  

You can show your interest in this workshop by completing this link here or 

scanning the QR code   

 

 Cost of living information and support in Halton 

  
 

 

You can show your interest in this workshop by 

completing this link here or scanning the QR code   

If you are not registered with Halton Carers Centre you 

can complete the following links or call them on 

01928 580182. 

• Self-Referral Adults 

• Self-referral Young Carer  

 

As part of helping people in Halton access 

any available Cost of Living support this 

winter, Halton Borough Council have been 

updating their online Cost of Living hub.  

The page breaks down the support available 

from local and national schemes for 

everything from emergency fuel payments to 

help checking your benefit eligibility to 

maximise your income.  

Click here to view the Hub, and you can 

find more information and useful contact 

details in the leaflet attached to this email. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Eolg4uLelUuDmDEOB5g30_WdluUGEVhFp9pZ4POIP8xUMkczOE9VMThOUDVMVlZCTkdEOEc4VlNGRi4u
https://forms.office.com/e/qBY64Gey5m
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/health/costofliving.aspx?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=col
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Eolg4uLelUuDmDEOB5g30_WdluUGEVhFp9pZ4POIP8xUMkczOE9VMThOUDVMVlZCTkdEOEc4VlNGRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Eolg4uLelUuDmDEOB5g3073nbY4xJD9ImPIOrNMyXYFUMDVOUlJZRzlZQTlSNVhWNTZBQ0MzUDdXVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Eolg4uLelUuDmDEOB5g30yYFds7mMn1GnI2S9kj14nhUNEw0VDRTRTRFRDNBRlk2NlBTNzRJMExUUyQlQCN0PWcu
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/health/costofliving.aspx?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=col


 
 

 
 

Toy Sale at Palacefields Community Centre 

Runcorn this Saturday 

 
 
The Four Estates charity is holding a ½ price or less toy sale this Saturday, 18th 
November from 10am-12pm at Palacefields Community Centre, The Uplands, 
Runcorn. A perfect opportunity to grab a bargain ready for Christmas! Check out 
their Facebook page here for more information and to find out more about their 
events and activities in Runcorn. 

 

SEN session at The Ice Cream Farm 
 

  
 
The Ice Cream Farm Cheshire are holding their latest SEN session on Sunday 26th 
November from 9am-11.30am – find out more about the Ice Cream Farm and it’s 
attractions here, and you can book your tickets here. 

https://www.facebook.com/FourEstatesRuncorn
https://www.theicecreamfarm.co.uk/
https://checkout.roller.app/theicecreamfarm/products/booknow#/sessions
https://www.facebook.com/FourEstatesRuncorn
https://www.theicecreamfarm.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to join in Halton’s ‘Big 

Conversation’ 

 
The Big Conversation is about all of us being a part of shaping what the future of 
Halton looks like. 
 
It’s about starting to talk about how, together, we can make Halton an even better 
place for people to live, work, visit and grow. It includes discussing what Halton 
Borough Council could do with the money that it has available, what we can do 
together as a community and what each of us may be able to do in our day to day 
lives, to make a difference. 
 
Council Leader Cllr Mike Wharton says: “Let your voice be heard by taking part in 
our survey. Input from local people is crucial to help shape future policies and 
decisions. Your involvement will help us improve, and build brighter futures for our 
community.” 

 

  
 

If you would like some help in completing the survey, please pop into any Halton 
Direct Link office, or one of Halton’s libraries, where staff will be happy to provide 
assistance. 
 
And Halton Borough Council also want to know what children and young people 
think of the place where they live too. Please help them to complete a shorter 
version of the survey available by clicking this link here. 
 

Accessing Short Breaks information on the 

Halton Local Offer  

 

Get involved today – complete the survey 
before Thursday 30th November to be in with 
a chance of winning a £100 gift voucher for 
The Brindley. 
 
You can click here to find out more about The 
Big Conversation here, and you can complete 
the survey by clicking this link here or scan the 
QR code. 
 
 

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/interview/32188aa3-53b4-4ca3-83b9-c0506c7d4be0
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/interview/32188aa3-53b4-4ca3-83b9-c0506c7d4be0
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/TheBigConversation?q1=CMedia
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/TheBigConversation?q1=CMedia
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

     
 
And your feedback and suggestions help us to keep improving the Halton Local Offer 
for families across our borough – click here to share your feedback! 
 

MAX cards 

 

 

You can visit the MAX Card website for further details or check out the Local Offer. 

Cards cost £2.50 and can be collected from Warrington Road Children’s Centre in 

Widnes, or Glendale Family Centre in Runcorn (available Monday to Friday 9am to 

4.30pm – please note, it is cash payments only).  

You can email AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk or call 0151 511 

6560 for more details. 

 
This newsletter provides general information and resources for parents and carers of 
young people with SEND, and for professionals who support them. Please note, 
while we take every care to ensure the information we share is accurate the 
information provided is not a direct recommendation from the Short Breaks Service 
and we recommend that you complete your own research about the information and 
events we signpost. 
 

We recognise that not all the information in this newsletter will be relevant to 
everyone included on the mailing list. If there is some specific information you would 
like to see more of, or information from a certain service that you’d like to share 
please let me know and I will try to include next time. If you do not wish to continue 
receiving this newsletter, please let me know. 
 

     Julie.Pennington@halton.gov.uk  

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities Halton Borough Council 

Tel: 0151 511 6560 

Autism Central Hubs offer guidance to 

families, carers and personal assistants of 

autistic people. All of their sessions are run by 

Peer Educators who are parents or carers of 

autistic people, who are happy to share their 

knowledge and experience with you.  

Don’t forget that Max Cards are available for our 

families in Halton all year round.  

The card is designed to help families save money on 

great days out at castles, zoos, bowling alleys and 

more.  

Don’t forget you can access our Short Breaks page on 
the Local Offer by scanning this QR code here or click 
this link. 
 
Here you’ll find lots of useful information and 
resources, while the Leisure page here has details of 
activities and events across Widnes and Runcorn 
 

https://halton.me/local-offer-contact-us/
https://mymaxcard.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk
mailto:Julie.Pennington@halton.gov.uk
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
https://mymaxcard.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/leisure/


 
 

 
 

Email: AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk 

mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk

