
Year 2 
Spring 2 – Africa  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Maths 
 

This term the children will learn about 3-d shapes . They will 

sort and classify a variety of shapes learning the properties 

and start using the correct mathematical language. They will 

create models using 3-d shapes and create patterns. The 

children will learn about fractions in terms of numbers, shapes 

and objects. They will use practical activities to help develop 

their understanding of half, quarter, thirds and fifths. The 

children will learn the symbols for fractions and develop their 

understanding of fractions of numbers in their mental maths 

work. The children will consolidate their understanding with 

problem solving activities. 

 

Come and See 
The children will complete work on ‘Thanksgiving topic’ during the first few 

weeks of the term. In the topic of ‘Opportunities’ the children will explore how 

each day provides us with many opportunities for doing good. This topic is 

during the liturgical season of Lent. The children will look at the different 

opportunities for good and how we can help others. Part of the topic will include 

fundraising activities and observing CAFOD Family Fast Day. We will observe 

the liturgical season of Lent and hold a liturgy for Ash Wednesday.  

Vocabulary: opportunities, Ash Wednesday, Lent, prayer, sharing, giving, Cross, 
crucifix, Easter candle, Easter, New Life, Sabbath 
 

English 
 

The focus in writing will be story narratives based on traditional  fairy tale texts. 

We will look at the features of traditional texts and the pattern in the language 

and the different features. The children will have the opportunity to role play 

different traditional tales and write character profiles. They will re-write their own 

version of a traditional tale by changing different elements. In their writing they 

will learn about using paragraphs, speech marks, story sequential language. We 

will celebrate World Book Day by studying a particular text 

 In their guided reading sessions they will study traditional tales and different 

versions of the tales. They will complete comprehensions based on traditional 

tales both in class and at home. We will read a range of different nonsense and 

humorous tales such as ‘Please Mrs Butler’. The children will have the 

opportunity to perform different poems in groups and on their own 

The children will start to learn how to join their handwriting ensuring correct use 

of ascenders and descenders, with clear presentation in all writing activities. 

 

OLPS Values 
Sacrifice 

Main Texts 
 

The Bee Who Spoke by Al MacCuish  

By 

Ella Bailey 

 

Science 
In this topic the children are looking at animals and their 

habitats. They will learn what do we mean by habitat. They 

look will look at different types of habitats, desert, polar 

regions, forests and school grounds. They will identify how 

animals are suited to their particular habitat such as weather 

conditions or type of land. They will classify and sort animals 

into different groups. Using websites such as World Wildlife 

Africa they will be to create information and non- chronological 

reports. 

Vocabulary: Living, dead, never been alive, suitable, basic 

needs, food, food chain, shelter, move, feed, microhabitats. 
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History 
 

In our history topic this half term, the children will be learning about Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks. 
They will use a range of sources to research the lives of Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks and they will 
learn about their achievements. They will research about the significant events in each of their lives and 

then they will compare the two events.  The children will create fact-files about both of them and will learn 
about how their actions has impacted on people’s lives today.  

 
 

Vocabulary:  
Africa, continent, Nelson Mandela, apartheid, campaign, civil rights, Rosa Parks 

 

 

 

 

Computing 
 

 In computing the children will use a computer to 
present information. We will gather and sort 

information based on their criteria and we will 
create a range of tally charts and pictograms.  

 

 
 

DT 
We will be exploring levers, axles and wheels in DT. We will plan, evaluate and make our own   

Music 
In our music lessons this half term, we will listen to and identify a range of instruments that are being 

played. We will copy and clap back rhythms and we will use glockenspiels while completing our 

charanga music lessons.. 
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