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[image: j0265166]The Tempest was written in 1611.  At the time great voyages of discovery were undertaken by fearless explorers such as Sir Walter Raleigh and Christopher Columbus to find new lands.  The Elizabethans were fascinated with sea voyages that led to the discovery of new lands and peoples.  At this time, the world was far different from how we know it now . . . places such as America and Australia were yet to be discovered.  
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Adventurers returned from great sea voyages with stories to inspire and horrify the landlubbers back at home.  Remember, most ordinary people at this time travelled little, rarely leaving their own village or small town.  Furthermore, people’s understanding of their world was limited; people readily believed in sea monsters and many were convinced that the world was flat – if you sailed too far you would fall off the edge of the earth!  Explorers brought back with them many new discoveries that today we take for granted – such as the potato and tobacco. 

Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1. When was The Tempest written?
2. Name two places that were yet to be discovered.
3. Why would the Elizabethans have been interested in the play?
4. Name two beliefs held by people in the 17th century.
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