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B
HALTON Short Breaks Service

BOROUGH COUNCIL
For Children with Disabilities

Newsletter October 2025

This newsletter contains events and updates from various services around
Halton, as well as other general information which you may find useful. You can
find out more information on the Halton Local Offer page online or contact the

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities team too.

. r
Halton Short Break Service _— HALT \aﬁ
FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 3 ‘ GH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Short Breaks Parent & Carer
Coffee Days with guest visitors
22/10/25, 10am - 12pm @ Halton Lodge Family Hub,

WA7 5LU
‘Tanya McGibbon, Deafness Resource Centre’

19/11/25, 10am — 12pm @ Brookvale Family Hub,
WA7 6BJ
‘Calm Your Mind’

10/12/25, 12pm - 2pm @ Kingsway Family Hub
‘Sean Bailey Wellness, Sleep Improvement’

Christmas Family Event

Save the date - 22/12/25

To find out more on the above sessions please email
aiminghigh.fordisabledchildren@halton.gov.uk or call
your Early Help Family Worker from the Short Breaks team.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us

AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk



https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/
mailto:aiminghigh.fordisabledchildren@halton.gov.uk
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Short Breaks Father’s Event

On Monday, 27th October, from 6:30 — 7:30 at Widnes Superbowl, we
will be holding a Father and Child/Children’s event.

Dad, you can enjoy a game of bowling with your child/ren
for free. Refreshments provide.

To book your place, please email

aiminghigh.fordisabledchildren@halton.gov.uk

or

Call your Early Help Family Worker from the Short
Breaks team.

Additional family members are welcome to attend; however, any associated costs must be covered
by the individual. Please note that children who are not registered with the Short Breaks service
will also be subject to standard charges.

The closing date for confirmation of attendance will be Monday 20" October

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us
AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk




Halton Local Offer

The Halton Local Offer team have been listening to feedback from parents and carers to
help make accessing the many available resources and information easier for you.

The new QR codes in the section information guide will now take you directly to the
information you need, and we’ll be sharing these at our various events throughout the year.
Don’t forget, your feedback and suggestions help us to keep improving the Halton Local
Offer for families across our borough — click here to share your feedback!

Halton Local Offer

Halp, Support & Advice
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= Pearsonal Budgets/Direct Payments
 Information and Advice

= Parent carer networks

= Local Support Groups

Leisure Education, Health & Care Plan

Halton Local Offer Section Guide
i
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= Latest Activity Flyers
» Local Support Groups
» Halton Short Breaks
= Sports, Groups and Place to Go

» Early Years & Childcare
» Schools, Colleges & Post 16
» Education Support Services

= Education, Health & Care Plan

= EHC Plan and Review Documents

» Complaints, Disagresment
Resolution and Appeals
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» Blue Badge & Halton AccessAble
= School Travel Support,
Independent Travel Training and

» Health Services
= Health and Wellbeing
= A-Z of Health Conditions

# Useful Information & Documents
» Graduated Approach & Strategy Toolkit

School Bus information
» Local Travel Information

Children & Family Service
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» Halton Children & Family Service
information Statutory Duties
= Halton Short Breaks

= Equipment
» Care Leavers Local Offer

Care Leavers Local Offer

= Participation in
Society

» Accommaodation

= Health/Wellbeing

* Relationships

= Education/Training|
= Employment

# Useful Information
* Finances

Preparing for Adulthood

= PfA Guide and Vision

» Employment and Education
» Independent Living

» Community Inclusion

= Health

Training/Events

# Training Courses
s Events

You Said, We Did

» Review and Co-production
= Local Offer Annual Reports

Case Studies
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» Case Studies-Video Clips

Halton Local Offer

Together for all in Halton

localofferhaltonfamilyhubs.co.uk haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk



https://halton.me/local-offer-contact-us/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/

MAX cards

As October holidays start don’t
forget that Max Cards are available
for our families in Halton.

The card is designed to help
families save money on great days
out at castles, zoos, bowling alleys
and more.

You can visit the MAX Card website for further details or check out the Local Offer.
Cards cost £3.50 and can be collected from Warrington Road Children’s Centre in
Widnes (available Monday to Friday 9am to 4.30pm — please note, it is cash
payments only).

You can email AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk or call 0151 511
6560 for more details

“* What's Included?’#

% Weekly Themed Activities
News sensory themes sach week-—rmessy play, textures, and mone -
designed fov little anes 16 sxplore, laarn, and grow through hanas-on

fun

® Sensory Gym
A spaclous play area for movement, balance, and cocrdination—
helging bulld grozs motor skifls in 3 fun, supportive envirenment.

Snacks Provided
gt snacks are availabie to keap little tummics happy wihvle they
play ard explore!

¥ you would fike to book ore of our.
cecciong soan the QR code below

CIRTR
.



https://mymaxcard.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk
https://mymaxcard.co.uk/

Tuesday 28th

10-11am Private Hire | 11:30-1pm Skye!
: Character Visit

Sensory Barber Barber (12-12:30pm)

11-4pm
11:30-12:30pm & 1-2pm 2-4pm Private Hire
& 2:30-3:30pm 4:30-6PM

Mixed Age Gym Sessions 2-3:30pm Mixed Age Gym

Session Mixed Age Gym Session

Saturday 1st Sunday 2nd

Sensory Bumbleb®es 10-11am Age 6 & Under 10-11am Age 13 & over
Age 4 & Under Gym Session Toast & Gym Session Toast &
9:30-10:45am Juice Included Juice Included

Halloween Breakfast

11:30-1pm . 1;;:5'1::45"5"1 _ 11:15-12:45pm
ixe e m Session A &
Halloween Afternoon Tea e Mixed Age Gym Session
e

2-2:30pm

The Sensory Hive
is a not-for-profit, Specialist
Sensory Integration Therapy
Centre designed especially for
the neurodivergent, disabled,

‘ _‘ : _Bt.- X and care-experienced
. o . communities across the

North West and beyond!

Therapy Space Services

L
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Facilities
Parking

Portable hoist




The Sensory Gym The Mezzanine Sorcha's Sanctuary

All of our senior staff members are trained and have
experience working with neurodivergent children and adults
including those with complex needs and disabilities.

q )
ESENSORY BARBER§
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30 MINUTE SENSORY-FRIENDLY HAIRCUT

60 MINUTE GYM SESSION

WE'RE ALL ABOUT MAKING YOUR CHILD'S
EXPERIENCE FUN, CALM, AND SUPPORTIVE
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DO YOU HAVE A CHILD WHO IS BEING HOME
EDUCATED OR ON A PART-TIME TIMETABLE?

COME ALONG & JOIN VS
ON THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH.
STARTING ON THE 3*° OCTOBER 2025
10.00am - 11.004am
£410.00 PER CHILD WITH ACCESS TO BOTH OUR
SENSORY SOFT PLAY ROOM & OUR IMMERSIVE

EDUCATIONAL ROOM. SENSORY SOFT PLAY ROOM
FUN, INTERACTIVE EDUCATION, FOR THOSE

AND
CHILDREN THAT NEED A DIFFERENT LEARNING | IMMERSIVE RooM™
ENVIRONMENT, COMBINED WITH OUR SENSOR

SOFT PLAY ROOM, STIMULATING THE SENSES TO 800'( ch us ON 01395 455 625

THROUGH ACTIVE PLAY

CALL TO BOOK YOUR PLACE *Offer applies to dates between 20th October - 24™ October 2025 &
PLACES ARE LIMITED SO BOOK EARLY B 278 3}“ OCtObe‘r 2025

TEL: 01695 455 625
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9.30 T0 5.30

2 GORSEY PLACE, EAST GILLIBRANDS, SKELMERSDALE, WN8 9V,

"

e, East Gillibr 1s, Skelmersdale, WN8 9UP
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|TWINKLE HoUSE

Wellness and Sensory Centre

Saturday and Sunday
| 21°t December 2025,

our Sensory Soft Play

mersive Rooms can be

for £20 per session!!

Call us today on
01695 %55 625

2 Gorsey Place, East Gillibrands, Skelmersdale, WN8 9UP
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i A Fortnightly club for teens in Halton, giving young people the
E opportunity to meet and hang out with others their own age with SEND

Skills workshops

S Locations

"l enjoy spending time withmy /@ "l enjoy spending time
mates" - Thomas _ independantly"- Jack
A

SEND YOUTH CLUB

VIBES SATURDAY CLUB IS A FORTNIGHTLY
SESSION IN BOTH WIDNES AND RUNCORN
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED BETWEEN 12-18
AND HAVE SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
& OR DISABILTIES (SEND) AND LIVE
WITHIN THE HALTON BOROUGH.

REFERAL BY FAMILY/SOCIAL WORKER BY
CONTACTING VIBE AT
JOANNE.SWINDELLS@VIBEUK.ORG

(V] ART ACTIVITIES & DANGING

(W GAMES & SPORTS .
Reod SN2

contactus) @R vieuk.ors %*
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A great start for babies
and young children

Everyone wants the best for their children, but
it can be hard to know what to do as a parentin
the early years. That's where HENRY comes in.

The HENRY programme is free to join and helps
you give your child the best possible start in life.

www.henry.org.uk

Is the HENRY programme for me?

The HENRY programme can help everyone with
a baby or young child. Every parent who joins
learns something new and useful.

If you have at least one child under 5 years old
and can answer ‘yes' to any of the questions
below then HENRY is for you:

© Would you like to feel more confident as a
parent?

® Would you like some support to give your
child a healthy start?

* Do you wish your child would eat more fruit
and vegetables?

© Would you like to reduce mealtime stress?

* Would you like to enjoy being active together
as a family more often?

© Areyou interested in some ideas to get
children away from the TV?

What is HENRY?

HENRY is a UK charity working to give babies
and young children a healthy start in life.

About the programme

The programme is for parents or carers of
children aged O to 5 years old. It is free to join.

Everyone wants the best for their children, but
with so much conflicting advice it can be hard
to know what to do for the best as a parent,
especially in the early years.

The HENRY Healthy Families: Right from

the Start programme is running locally. Join the
thousands of families across the country who
have benefited from the support and tips it
provides for young families.

Research shows that the key ingredients to
ensuring babies and young children have a
healthy start in life are:

* Parenting confidence

@ Physical activity for little ones

© What children and families eat

© Family lifestyle habits

© Enjoying life as a family

The programme covers these 5 themes across

8 weeks and provides everything you need to
help get your little one off to a great start.

What do other parents say about it?

® 97% of parents would recommend it

© 89% feel more confident as a parent

“I'm so glad | did this programme. Do it!”

“This was the best thing I could possibly
have done to help me be a better mum”

What do I get on a
HENRY programme?

Every parent joining a HENRY programme
receives a HENRY toolkit which includes
everything you'll need during the programme
and helpful resources to use in your family.

The HENRY toolkit will help you give your child
agreat start in life, get the whole family involved,
and keep track of how well youre doing.

The HENRY Parent Toolkit - free to everyone
joining a HENRY programme

Weekly sessions

Each week helps you provide a healthy, happy,
supportive environment for the whole family.

Week 1 - Decide what changes you want to
make and set your own goals

Week 2 - How to juggle life with young
children so you all get what you need

Week 3 - How to respond to children’s needs
without giving in to all their demands

Week 4 - Positive mealtime tips for a happy
family - reducing mealtime stress for everyone

Week 5 - Ideas for active play to help children
learn, develop and stay happy

Weelk 6 - Food groups, food labels, portion
sizes for under 5s, first foods, and snack swaps

Week 7 - Understanding and managing your
child’s behaviour for a happier home

Weelk 2 - Celebrate your success as a parent
and plan the future for your family

“I highly recommend it. It was brilli

How can | join a programme?
HENRY programmes are running locally. Talk
to your local Children’s Centre or Family Hub,
Early Intervention or Family Support Service

to find out more, help you decide if you would
enjoy it, or to join a programme.

For more information about HENRY go to:
@‘ www.henry.org.uk

) @HENRYHealthy

) facebook.com/HENRY.HealthyFamilies
2 01865302973

Scan the QR
code to book ’

online
[=]

Charity number 1132581 | Company number 6952404
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SPLASH & PLAY
SESSION FOR SEN CHILDREN
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PAN Disability Football
Session

For any child aged 5 -11 years
Who may need some additional support

Thursdays
Term time
Starts back 11" September

4.30-5.15pm
£2 a session
Brookvale Recreation

For more information and to book your
child’s place email Jenny on:
Jenny.zielski@halton.gov.uk

Please note: children do not need a formal diagnosis to )
attend this session

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Saturday 8" November
10.30 -11.30am

Children must be accompanied
by parent / guardian .

steve@rhythmreactjo org
Tel. 07814045918




7 Daresbury Laboratory
Family Science Day

Tuesday 28 October 2025

9:00am - 2:30pm | 12:30pm - 5:30pm

=

Limited tickets - Book at your local Family Hub now!
£5 per family, includes sandwich lunch and local coach transfer

Please note — with the exception of blue badge holders,
there will be no parking or drop off on site

Science and
Technology
Facilities Council https://tinyurl.com/437k5xwf
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e WHAT'S ON
REGULARACTIVITIES

DANCE, DSC HUB

TUESDAY 5.30PM-6.30PM
&

5 YEARS OLD+

l WEDNESDAY 35 1™
4

DRAMA, PETTY POOL COLLEGE
- 4.30PM-5.30PM, 13 YEARS OLD+
THURSDAY 258 Sk o

Y DSC HUB
5.30PM-6.30PM, 5 YEARS OLD+

SOCIAL CLUBS, DSC HUB
THEMES ALTERNATE WEEKLY

FRI DAY 6.30PM-8.30PM

CHECK COACHA / WEBSITE FOR
DETAILS

FOOTBALL, EGERTON FC

SUNDAY 9.30AM-10.15AM - 6-12 YEARS OLD

10.30AM-11.30AM - 13 YEARS OLD+

TO REGISTER FOR ACTIVITIES:
EMAIL ADMIN@DSCHESHIRE.ORG.UK




Residents of HALTON

UNDERSTANDING YOUR CHILD

e W ®E < inourplace@* NHS

SOLIHULL APPROACH

Understanding your child
with additional needs

Free online course for all parents, carers, and
grandparents.

tional he

A trar

2
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Residents of HALTON
Use Access Code

TOGETHER

In paid partnership with:

Free online course for all parents, carers,
grandparents.

+ Understanding your teenager’s brain development
in adolescence

+ Reading your teenager’s behaviour and
understanding their feelings

+ Reflecting on the importance of your relationship
and how to nurture your teenager's mental
health

Designed by clinical psychologists in partnership
with practitioners and parents

Residents of HALTON
Use Access Code
TOGETHER

In paid partnership with: HALTON Community Healthcar
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INCLUSIVITEE

OUR CHILDREN MATTER

DAY SERVICES FOR
ADULTS WITH SEND

TO BE HELD AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE,
WIDNES, WA8 8DF MONDAY - FRIDAY
BETWEEEN 9AM AND 3PM

PROMOTING INDEPENDENCE THROUGH COOKING SKILLS, LIFE
SKILLS, MONEY SKILLS, DOMESTIC SKILLS, DAYS OUT IN THE
COMMUNITY, BOARD GAMES, ARTS AND CRAFTS, OUTDOOR

MULTI SPORTS, PHOTOGRAPHY, ELECTRONIC GAMING, MUSIC
WORKSHOP, LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS AND MORE

Spaces are limited, so pleas:




282 FamilyHub

Together for all in Halton

Are you 3
parent/carer
of a child
aged 2-11
years?

Being a Parent

A free 9 weeks course delivered by local parents to local parents.

Topics covered:

Understanding and managing your child's emotions
Positive parenting strategies
v Looking after yourself as a parent

Find out more
email: parenting@halton.gov.uk | telephone: 0151 511 6757

Sean e
ﬁ) EMPOWERING To find your nearest Family Hub visit [ m|
o(!« PARENTS g El E
C EMPOWERING www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk H
o COMMRNNES email: Familyhubs@halton.gov.uk 3
=]
- -J

Proud to be working in partnership
with Halton Family Hubs




Accessibility at Eureka!

Everyone at Eureka! Science + Discovery wants you to
have the absolute best day ever. We're here to help,
so if you need anything, just let us know!

Feeling like you need a break? Just ask any of our
friendly staff to point you to our chill out room.

Need a sensory bag to make your day smoother? You
can book one out from the Hub.

Our Changing Places facility is conveniently located in
the Ferry Terminal.

Pick up a sunflower lanyard from the Hub to let us know
you might need a bit of extra help.

Ear defenders are available at the Hub too, to keep
things nice and quiet.

If you need a wheelchair, we've got one you can borrow.
Just ask!

Our staff are fully trained and ready to assist you. Enjoy
your day, and remember, we're here to make it amazing!




Bitesize Practical Tips For Families

Free 45-Minute Online Workshops For Parents & Carers
Struggling with bedtime battles?

Make bedtime calmer with healthy routines and boundaries

Tired of mealtime struggles?

How to get your child to try new foods, reduce snacking and make
mealtimes Fun

Worried about how inactive your child is?

Find Fun, simple ways to get kids active again and understand how to
manage sugar without the guilt.

How to register

Wil °) Scan the QR code with your phone

amme
v

Choose your date and sign up
9 Alternatively email HIT@halton.gov.uk

_h_ |
HALTON FamilyHub

BOROUGH COUNCIL Together for all in Halton




HOW Nurturing Programme
parent croups have
helped cther parents

‘l am a much more confident, positive
and understanding parent
| feel much more able to cope now.”

“We are having less famly arguments
and the household is a lot calmer”

“The group was fun It’s the only two
hours | have for myself each week”

“The atmosphere was realy relaxed

No-one judged anyone and everyone
was listened to and respected”

k out familylink s.org.uk
0 ) nforr on on
iting Puzzle book and

what is the

Nurturing Programme?

Children are rewardng, stimulating and
fun, but looking after them can be
stressful and chalenging.

The Nurturing Programme helps
deal with those chalenges so
that you can have a
calmer, happier ife.

A tried and tested programme,

it helps us think about what we do,
why we do it and how it makes us feel

The Building Blocks

of the Nurturing
Procgramme

1;{ S

Self-awareness Appropriate expectations

QO |[Y0 Qx
. e i ,‘A
oS da 0

) Empathy Positive discipline
NG Emoticnal Health J

The 1o-week
Nurturing Programme
for parents and carers

where:

contact details:

FAMILY
.O LINKS

The Centre for Emotional Health

fam .mk S crg uk

what does it coverz

Over the |0-week Programme, you wil look
at lots of dfferent topics, incudng

understanding
why chidren behave as they do

rRecognising
the feelings behind behaviour (ours and theirs)

EXploring
different approaches to discipine

Finding ways to develop co-operation and
self-discipine in children

Learning the importance of' looking
after ourselves

FAMILY
.O LINKS

The Centre for Emotional Health

The Nurturing
Programme

information
for parents
and carers

How to get the best
out of family life

Practical information

partners are weicome and it's
also fine 1o come on your own
or with arelative cr friend

There are ten 2-hour sessions
with a tea and coffee break

you need to come to all
ten sessions as they fit
vogether like a puzzie

best

chance

in life
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Make a Bear Workshop Cookie Moklng with Trixie & Mixie
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INCLUSIVITEE

OUR CHILDREN MATTER

INCLUSIVITEE ACTIVITY
HOLIDAY CLUB

FOR CHILDREN AGED 10-18 YEARS

TO BE HELD AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE,
WIDNES, WAS8 8DF
MONDAY 27™ - FRIDAY 31°" OCTOBER
BETWEEEN 9AM AND 7PM

(TWO SESSIONS PER DAY 9AM-2PM AND 2PM-7PM)
SNACKS AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED

INCLUDING BOARD GAMES, ARTS AND CRAFTS,
OUTDOOR MULTI SPORTS, PHOTOGRAPHY, ELECTRONIC
SAMING, LIFE SKILLS, BAKING, STEM, KARAOKE AR

. LEGO ACTIVITIES‘ '
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INCLUSIVITEE

OUR CHILDREN MATTER

INCLUSIVITEE AFTER
SCHOOL CLUB

FOR CHILDREN AGED 10-18 YEARS

TO BE HELD AT DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE,
WIDNES, WA8 8DF MONDAY - THURSDAY
BETWEEEN 3PM AND 7PM
SNACKS AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED

INCLUDING BOARD GAMES, ARTS AND CRAFTS,
OUTDOOR MULTI SPORTS, INDOOR SOFT SPORTS,
PHOTOGRAPHY, ELECTRONIC GAMING, LIFE SKILLS,

STEM, KARAOKE AND LEGO ACTIVITIES
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HALTON

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Halton H.E.L.P.S

(Home Equipment for Little People’s Safety)

Halton Family Hubs Free First Aid Sessions
Gain skills and confidence in learning lifesaving first aid from one of the
qualified Millie’s Trust Instructors

Month - Date

Location

Thursday 23rd October 2025

Warrington Road Family Hub, Naylor Road
Widnes WA80BS Time: 10.00—-12.00

Thursday 20" November 2025

Halton Lodge Hub Grangeway Runcorn WA7
5LU
Time: 17.00 — 19.00

Thursday 29" January 2026

Ditton Library 11 Queens Avenue Widnes
WAS8 8HR
Time: 10.00 - 12.00

Tuesday 24" February 2026

Kingsway Hub Victoria Road, Widnes WAS8
7QY
Time: 17.00-19.00

Thursday26'" March 2026

Windmill Hill Family Hub, Norton Hill Windmill
Hill Runcorn WA7 6QE Time: 10.00-12.00

The above sessions are bookable only
Book online via the Halton Family Hub Platform following the link below

f%illie,s trust WWW.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/events

or
Tel. Diane Orme on 0151 511 7212 — email: Halton.helps@halton.gov.uk

'ﬁo:FamilyHub www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk

Together for i n Holton

‘ 4



http://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/events
mailto:Halton.helps@halton.gov.uk

HALTON
AIMING

FOR DlSABLED CHILDREN
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h ping them to live happily and Independently in a way that suits them best.

Be stant is more than just a job - it’s a chance to: Build meaningful relatm:;sthike a
las‘ting difference in a child’s life, Gain valuable skills and experience, Work in a rewarding, varied, and
flexible role.

\‘. \
A&“ n"

What we’re looking for

X

Positive Future Consultancy

{ QFC | »PMIH"»"" ‘ ""'";:t.;lm.m’ Q '

Positive Future Consultancy

\
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Warrington

¥ Play & Sensory

WARRINGTON

Syrs
Adult (15+%) with additional needs
sessions

Party hire — open to all
Member’s only sessions

large room higher
e o)

To stay up to date with our weekly schedule, give us a like
on Facebook! Just search for..
Warrington Play and Sensory Centre OR @TheRealWPSC

To book onto our current sessions and for more
information, please check our website

Warrington Play and Sensoi Centre | warrington.gov.uk

Centre staff leam have o

knowledge of information and

resources fo point you in the

right direction clongside

Eorly Help SEND Teom

being based of the centre. A
Information,

support and
resources

Warrington

Play & Sensory

Centre

Find us:

Warrington Play and
Sensory Centre

Holl Road, Woolston,
Warringlon WA 4PN

5 minutes from M6 Junction 21

Plenty of
parking!
incdudi

Contact us:
Telephone: 01925 817 347

Email- sensorycentre@warrington.gov.uk
Website: www.warringtonsensorycentre.org

s

SECINERY i, occossible isabied folet
with height adjustable
changing bed and hoist.

WARRINGTON

Borough Council

Warrington Play and Sensory Centre is an activity centre for
disabled children and adults or those with additional needs. It has a

@ room

number of different areas where you can relax or play.

Have a child under the age of 5? We run sessions for pre-school for any
child under the age of Syears without additional needs or disabilities.

Our facilities have been planned carefully, and are fully accessible.

Large softplay structure with a fun se
theme. Highlights include the large soft
slide, dizzy disc and ball pool. More room
than usual in the structure to ollow
parents/carers o provide support to
users as they make their way round.

@iom-

A colm sensory environment,
which includes waterbed,
bubble tube, fibre optic
curtain, interactive light
panel, ball pool and light
projection. An overhead hoist
Is available.

f'

()

Enjoy your stay with
snack, hot food and
hot or cold drink in our
café area.
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CREATIVE WORKSHOPS
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HUMMINGBIRD

ARTS, CRAFTS & PIZZA Halton

join us for our monthly family friendly Carer's Forum
session at Hummingbird Art studio. Your voice counts

J Meet other parent carers

Life Skills

‘ ' Independance

5-7pm
24 OCTOBER, 2025

Contact us
CLARE.COLLINS@HALTONSENDPCF.ORG.UK

Visit our website 2
HALTONSENDCARERSFORUM.ORG.UK - ¢
H o‘ < - [ ]
L]

A \ o =3 . Halton
FamilyHub . 8§ =" & ;
. arer's F
Together foer Halton N NN \(J:(:J; e\/r(d:‘e (‘2:):;?
Halton Send Parent

Peer to peer support Carers Forum
Click & Like and advice

INFO
« During October we will continue to support
School’s with the Partnership for Inclusion of
Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS) programme

HUMMINGBIRD

)

E-MAIL JEN FOR INFO contac

For famili

Infoehaltonsendpct.org.uk &= :




TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINI

T
LEARN BRITISH
SIGN LANGUAGE JJeafness

Resource Centre
LEVEL 1 & 2 AWARD

(Accredited with Signature) HOW TO CONTACT US

1) 01744 23887
Level 1 accredited qualification (includes 3 9 training@deafnessresourcecentre.org
assessments)

Level 2 accredited qualification (includes 3

assessments)

@ www.deafnessresourcecentre.org

Deafness Resource Centre
32-40 Dentons Green Lane
For more information about our courses please visit: St Helens, Merseyside, WA10 2QB
www.deafnessresourcecentre.org/training/british-sign-
language Registered charity in England & Wales no. 1128148.
Company Limited by Guarantee 6807282
or contact us: training@deafnessresourcecentre.org

SHaltOn

®
®
WSEtisory

i Learn with us:

BSL Accredited Course A joint partnership between Deafness Resource Centre and Vision

“The tutor was fantastic and really made the Support providing Sensory Services acioss Halton Borough. British Sign Language. Courses
f / / g Halton Sensory Services, 126 Widnes Road, i w redi

s M e Widnes, WAB 6AX « fol: 0151 511 8801 (accredited and non-accredited courses)

Scan code using your smartphone Deaf Awareness Courses
for BSL translation

JJeafness

Resource Centre
INVESTORS IN PEOPLE’

We invest in people Standard

TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINING & LEARNING INING & LEARNING TRAINING & RNING TRAINING & LEARNING TRAINI

DEAF AWARENESS LEARN BRITISH ICAN SIGN /’\
TRAINING SIGN LANGUAGE (FOR CHILDREN) D

(Non-Accredited) (Non-Accredited)
An Infroduction 1o basic Brifish Sign L fsreail Learn basic BSL in a fun and interactive session,
DEAF AWARENESS SESSIONS COVER hintoduclionebascaisyigh.Language toral, they can be booked for various groups, such as:
« Deaf awareness This course is an introduction to British Sign Language
Deaf culture delivered over for 1 hour for 6 weeks and can be coffee mormings
: ; 5 delivered to:
Working with D/deaf- people Sty after school clubs
children and young people (from the age of youth clubs
2yrs -18yrs)
adults

organisations and businesses

Effective communication
Working with interpreters
Basic BSL (on half day training)

charity groups

We can work with your organisation to develop

We can deliver training at various settings to meet sessions based on the needs of your participants.

the needs of the organisation, this may include:
ICAN Sign can be delivered to children from the

. h
schools ) age of 2 years.

= hospitals
= children’s centres .

«  Maximum of 15 participants
= health care settings o 45 minute session
*  plus many more...

To get the most out of your training, we
recommend the half day training which includes

basic British Sign Language. We offer: For the accredifed courses please see the inside fold

page. Deaf Awareness Training

= 2 hour Deaf Awareness training "l have just attended the half day training, delivered
« 4h Deaf Awar traini staff af the DRC. | just want fo say it Is the best and
our Lear/warenessndining most valuai I have ever spent in a classroom.

« for both courses a maximum of 20 particpants The delivery was ai liant”.

tequired coniact us. e} Whiston Hospital, Staff Nurse
www.deafnessresourcecenire.org

‘D/deatf is a collective term used fo describe people who are o 1 7 44 2 3 8 8 7 @eafness

profoundly dea, deafened. hard of hearing or deatblind. training@deafnessresourcecentre.org Resource Centre
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“ After attending the youth club,

My son was often isolated, struggling
to communicate and had low
self-esteem. After receiving support
from the Deafness Resource Centre,
my son felt comfortable and

redlised that he wasn't the only child
with hearing loss. After attending every
week, his confidence increased, and his
self-esteem improved. He formed
friendship groups and his
communication skills improved. ’,

)

N

| have learned new skills and
better communication. ”

After taking part in the youth
residential, | did activities | didn't

like, | was scared and thought |
couldn't do it, but | got the
confidence to do it and really
enjoyed it. The residential was

great! It boosted my confidence

and skills. ,’

DJeafness CHILDREN AND FAMILY
Resource Centre _ SERVICE

HOW TO CONTACT US

Tel: 01744 23887
Text: 07541 995844

ICAN@deafnessresourcecentre.org
www.deafnessresourcecentre.org

Deafness Resource Cenire
32-40 Dentons Green Lane
St Helens
Merseyside
WA10 2QB

Supported By
A range of services

COMMUNITY e SUppitt t.he
FUND whole family
BlBIC]

T Need’ Deatness

J)eafness

Resource Centre

Our Services

Children and Young People

We offer a wide range of support services and
activities for D/deaf children and young people
aimed at reducing isolation, growing confidence
and enabling greater independence:

- Youth Clubs

- Peer Support and Role Models

- Social Groups

- Work Experience

- Youth Residentials

- Children's Play Activities

Family Support

Our family support services have been developed
in response to the needs identified by families living
with deafness or hearing loss. Our experienced staff
team offer support to families from the point of
diagnosis and at any stage throughout their journey.
offering a range of services:

- Advice and Information

- Family Sign Sessions

- One fo Ones

- Happy Hands (Family Support Group)

- Social Groups

- Drop Ins

- Peer Support

J)eafness

Resource Centre

Registered Charity in England & Wales no. 1128148
Company Limited by Guarantee 6807282

Specidalist support includes supporting parents/carers
with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP), A N
benefit claim forms and attending statutory meetings
such as Child Protection Conferences. We also
support parents/carers seeking an appropriate
education setting to ensure that the needs of the How to ge' involved in the project

child or young person are met.

Referral to Deafness Resource Centre staff

Training and Learning ‘L
We offer non accredited and accredited training Family Licison Worker will contact within

through our dffiliation with the awarding 7 days and arange o meeting to establish
the support services required for
individuals, family or both

body Signature. Our training and learning includes:

- Introduction fo BSL

- Signing Sessions \I/

- Deaf Awareness

The ‘I CAN' Offer
One or a combination of support services
offering a total communication approach

- British Sign Language Level 1 & 2

Eligibility

The family, children and young people services we Family Support Children and Young
: T " - Family Sign Sessions People Support
provide are open to anyone living in the Merseyside < Ona A orse ~Youth Clubs
Region who is living with deafness or hearing loss. - Happy Hands - Peer Support

i 3 i i - Social Groups - Role Models
Alongside funding from BBC Children in Need, a -Dropins - Social Groups

new initiative (| CAN), funded by Lottery Community - Peer Support - Work Experience

Fund, has enabled us to expand our work into other

parts of the region.
Training and Learning
- Intro fo BSL
exceptions of training and learning sessions). - Signing Sessions

- Deaf Awareness

- British Sign Language

All the services are free to the individual (with some




Qeafness
Resource Centre
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Corvpary Reg. Engard My 460262

What are Direct Payments? Who can receive Direct Payments?

A Direct Payment is money from your local
authority allowing you to buy the care your child
needs instead of having services organised by
them.

You have the right to choose direct payments
rather than getting support organised by your local
authority. If you are already getting help from the
local authority, you can ask for direct payments
instead.

If you do not currently get help, you will first need
to ask social services to assess your child’'s

care needs. You can only get direct payments if
you have been assessed by social services as
needing care and support services.

32-40 Dentons Green Ln, St Helens, WA10 2QB | 01744 23887
ICAN@deafnessresourcecentre.org 000

How the Deafness Resource
Centre can support you.

There are many organisations providing care
services including the Deafness Resource Centre
who are approved to provide care, support, and
activities for D/deaf children and young people.

You can use Direct Payments to buy services from
an organisation or service provider that offers care,
such as a private agency, a voluntary organisation
such as the Deafness Resource Centre or a nursery.
Alternatively, you can employ someone yourself
(known as a Personal Assistant — PA).

You can find out more information about Direct
Payments and how to apply by visiting the
government website:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-direct-payments

Here you can select the location you live, and it will
direct you to the relevant local authority.

v
v

v

9

Those with Parental Responsibility for a disabled child
under 16.

A person with Parental Responsibility can receive
direct payments for a disabled child or young person
if they have been assessed by the Local Authority as
eligible for a service.

If a disabled child or young person is not receiving
the appropriate services from the Local Authority or
their needs have changed, a reassessment should be
requested.

Disabled young people aged 16 or 17.

Where a child or young person has an Education, Health &
Social Care Plan, direct payments can be made to:

A person who is a parent of the child;
The young person if they are over 16; or

A nominee who has been nominated in writing, by the
child’s parent or young person, to receive the direct

payments on their behalf.

9eafness
Resource Centre

Ragatent Crasty n Erghand No 1170140
Company flag n Engard Mo, 660T282

The Deafness Resource Centre
can support with:

Develop life skills such as cookery, independent
travel, shopping, budgeting.

Exploring and developing hobbies, interests and
trying new experiences.

Encourage positive friendships and role models.
Increase confidence and motivation.
Visit places of interest and days out.

If you are already receiving a Personal Budget

or Direct Payments and would like to nominate

the Deafness Resource Centre as your preferred
supplier then you are more than welcome to arrange
a meeting here, or at a place of your choosing, to
discuss things further.

For more information about how we can support you
please contact: 01744 23887
or email: ICAN@deafnessresourcecentre.org
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BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR DISABLED CHILDREN

Halton funded Short Breaks 2025-26

Halton Short Breaks sessions are for young people in Halton (aged 7-17yrs) with a disability/additional needs

Date Timings Activity Pick up Pick up Drop off Drop off Places
available

Brindley Halton Halton Brindley
Theatre Stadium Stadium Theatre

Monday 27t 1lam-2pm Pizza Making / No pick No pick ups | No drop No drop
October Sports activities ups offs offs

@

Ashley High
School

Brindley Halton Halton Brindley
Theatre Stadium Stadium Theatre

Tuesday 28" 10am - Ninja Warrior, 9.10am 9.20am 12.10pm | 12.20pm
October 11.45am Speke

Brindley Halton Halton Brindley
Theatre Stadium Stadium Theatre
Wednesday 29" | TBC Reel Cinema, No pick No pick ups | No drop No drop
October Widnes ups offs offs
e First come first served basis for bookings
* To BOOK ON call us on 07975784613 or email- mark.dolan@evertonfc.com
* We will need to take some details of the participant and parent / guardian for consent
e Please inform us of any dietary requirements if booking onto Pizza making at Ashley High School and Ninja Warrior, Speke. For Ninja Warrior we
usually get pizza and chips at the venue
* Cinema showing will be confirmed nearer the time when the films are released for them dates
If for any reason you cannot make one of the activities you have booked on to — PLEASE try to inform us with enough

notice where possible in order for us to arrange for someone else to attend and save the place going to waste — Thanks!




A club for young adults from Halton with Special
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) to meet
new people and try creative activities!

date: time:

Wednesdays . For people
12th November el with SEND aged

- 17th December 14 - 25 from Halton

sign up now:

§.info@digitalartsbox.org
0151433 2223 www.digitalartsbox.org E

@ Digital Arts Box




This newsletter provides general information and resources for parents and carers of
young people with SEND, and for professionals who support them. Please note,
while we take every care to ensure the information we share is accurate, the
information provided is not a direct recommendation from the Short Breaks Service
and we recommend that you complete your own research about the information and
events we signpost.

We recognise that not all the information in this newsletter will be relevant to
everyone included on the mailing list. If there is some specific information you would
like to see more of, or information from a certain service that you'd like to share
please let us know and we will try to include it next time. If you do not wish to
continue receiving this newsletter, please let us know.

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities Halton Borough Council

Tel: 0151 511 6560
Email: AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk
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