
 
 

 
 

Short Breaks Service 

      For Children with Disabilities 

 Newsletter w/c 30th October 2023 

This newsletter contains events and updates from various services around 

Halton, as well as other general information which you may find useful. You can 

find out more information on the Halton Local Offer page online or contact the 

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities team too. 

 

Halton SEND Parent Carer’s Forum Information 

and Support Surgery 
 

  
 
Halton SEND Parent Carer’s Forum have their Information and Support Surgery 
coming up on Saturday 18th November 12pm till 3pm at Moon Meadow scout hut, 
Farnworth Street, Widnes. 
 
There will be representatives from many different organisations, services, and 
agencies including: 

• SENDIASS 

• Head of Special Educational Needs, Merseyside 

• Cheshire Autism Practical Support (ChAPS) 

• Halton Educational Psychology Service 

• Woodview Children’s neuro developmental team 

• ADDvanced Solutions 

• Healthwatch Halton  

• Deafness Resource Centre and Halton Sensory Service 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 

• Citizen’s Advice Halton  

• Positive Behaviour Support Service 
 
There will be lots of activities to keep the children entertained including raffle prizes, 
crafts table, food and refreshments, and a special guest appearance from Sammy 
Sunshine! 
 
There’s no need to book, just come on down to Moon Meadow scout hut Widnes 
between 12pm and 3pm on Saturday 18th November! 
 
If you are not a member of the Forum and want to join just email Jen on 
info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk for a membership form. 

https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/
mailto:aiminghigh.fordisabledchildren@halton.gov.uk
mailto:info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDcarersforum
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Half-term activities at Brookvale Community 

Centre 

 

There’s lots of activities at Brookvale Community Centre this week including a 
robotics class, and woodwork and arts. Check out their Facebook page here for 
more information or click here to book your spaces. 

https://www.facebook.com/brookvalecommunitycentreruncorn
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/halton-speak-out-62654119123?fbclid=IwAR0Pzu6BeWyvghUx3O8R4gJrGrKzaRGy4GrFgRz41Kp_FfBV89hLzRoZ4Gk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/halton-speak-out-62654119123?fbclid=IwAR0Pzu6BeWyvghUx3O8R4gJrGrKzaRGy4GrFgRz41Kp_FfBV89hLzRoZ4Gk


 
 

 
 

Healthy Minds course with ICAN at the 

Deafness Resource Centre 

 

The new Healthy Minds course with ICAN at The Deafness Resource Centre will 

explore positive mental health, wellbeing and identity for D/deaf children and young 

people aged 8 to 18. The four-week course will start on Wednesday 8th November 

5.30pm-6.30pm – booking is required so for more information please email 

ICAN@deafnessresourcecentre.org or call 01744 23887. 

mailto:ICAN@deafnessresourcecentre.org
https://www.facebook.com/DRCSTHELENS


 
 

 
 

Introducing Communicate SLT 

 

The services they provide are for all children and young people aged 0-19 years, and 

up to 26 years for young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND) or whose Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) are 

identified in an Education, Health, and Care Plan (EHCP).  Find out more here 

about Communicate SLT and how they will further develop speech and language 

services in Halton. 

Council for Disabled Children: A legal handbook 
 

 
 

Disabled Children: a legal handbook is an accessible guide to the legal rights of 
disabled children and their families in England. There are twelve chapters within the 
handbook on topics including: education; health; children’s services; transition into 
adulthood; housing; carers and welfare benefits. 
 
The legal handbook explains what public bodies must do to support disabled children 
and that which they should do. It aims to empower disabled children and their 
families through providing a greater understanding of their rights and entitlements 
 
The handbook is essential for families of disabled children, their advocates, as well 
as professionals and practitioners in voluntary, independent or statutory services.  
 
Click here to read the handbook or visit the Council for Disabled Children 
website here for more information. 

Communicate SLT have been commissioned by 

Halton Borough Council and NHS Cheshire and 

Merseyside Integrated Care Board to provide Speech 

and Language Therapy (SLT) services for children 

and young people in Widnes and Runcorn. This 

replaces the previous services provided by 

Chatterbug. 

The%20services%20are%20for%20all%20children%20and%20young%20people%20aged%200-19%20years,%20and%20up%20to%2026%20years%20for%20young%20people%20with%20Special%20Educational%20Needs%20and%20Disabilities%20(SEND)%20or%20whose%20Speech,%20Language%20and%20Communication%20Needs%20(SLCN)%20are%20identified%20in%20an%20Education,%20Health,%20and%20Care%20Plan%20(EHCP).
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/resources/all-resources/filter/inclusion-send/disabled-children-legal-handbook-3rd-edition?fbclid=IwAR0i9zqcXIGW-ZY-km3tEkPLX827_F06BysJ4pb9leFLXPexhedi1kpUOLA
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/
The%20services%20are%20for%20all%20children%20and%20young%20people%20aged%200-19%20years,%20and%20up%20to%2026%20years%20for%20young%20people%20with%20Special%20Educational%20Needs%20and%20Disabilities%20(SEND)%20or%20whose%20Speech,%20Language%20and%20Communication%20Needs%20(SLCN)%20are%20identified%20in%20an%20Education,%20Health,%20and%20Care%20Plan%20(EHCP).
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/resources/all-resources/filter/inclusion-send/disabled-children-legal-handbook-3rd-edition?fbclid=IwAR0i9zqcXIGW-ZY-km3tEkPLX827_F06BysJ4pb9leFLXPexhedi1kpUOLA


 
 

 
 

Kids Corner opens at the Community Square in 

Runcorn Shopping City 

 

The new Kids Corner is opening at Community Square in Runcorn Shopping City on 

Monday 6th November at 12pm. For the launch they will have arts and crafts, a 

children’s entertainer, refreshments as well as providing you with more 

information about the space and what will be taking place over the months ahead.  

https://www.facebook.com/runcornshopping/


 
 

 
 

A reminder of half-term Kids Eat Free offers 

 
Don’t forget there are lots of Kids Eat Free or for £1 offers over half-term – find out 
more on the Money Saving Central website here or check out their Facebook 
page here. 

https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free
https://www.facebook.com/moneysavingcentral
https://www.facebook.com/moneysavingcentral
https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free


 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to join in Halton’s ‘Big 

Conversation’ 

 
The Big Conversation is about all of us being a part of shaping what the future of 
Halton looks like. 
 
It’s about starting to talk about how, together, we can make Halton an even better 
place for people to live, work, visit and grow. It includes discussing what Halton 
Borough Council could do with the money that it has available, what we can do 
together as a community and what each of us may be able to do in our day to day 
lives, to make a difference. 
 
Council Leader Cllr Mike Wharton says: “Let your voice be heard by taking part in 
our survey. Input from local people is crucial to help shape future policies and 
decisions. Your involvement will help us improve, and build brighter futures for our 
community.” 

 

  
 

If you would like some help in completing the survey, please pop into any Halton 
Direct Link office, or one of Halton’s libraries, where staff will be happy to provide 
assistance. 
 
And Halton Borough Council also want to know what children and young people 
think of the place where they live too. Please help them to complete a shorter 
version of the survey available by clicking this link here. 
 

 

 

Get involved today – complete the survey 
before Thursday 30th November to be in with 
a chance of winning a £100 gift voucher for 
The Brindley. 
 
You can click here to find out more about The 
Big Conversation here, and you can complete 
the survey by clicking this link here or scan the 
QR code. 
 
 

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/interview/32188aa3-53b4-4ca3-83b9-c0506c7d4be0
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/interview/32188aa3-53b4-4ca3-83b9-c0506c7d4be0
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/TheBigConversation?q1=CMedia
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/TheBigConversation?q1=CMedia


 
 

 
 

Accessing Short Breaks information on the 

Halton Local Offer  

 

     
 
And your feedback and suggestions help us to keep improving the Halton Local Offer 
for families across our borough – click here to share your feedback! 
 

MAX cards 

 
 

You can visit the MAX Card website for further details or check out the Local Offer. 

Cards cost £2.50 and can be collected from Warrington Road Children’s Centre in 

Widnes, or Glendale Family Centre in Runcorn (available Monday to Friday 9am to 

4.30pm – please note, it is cash payments only).  

You can email AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk or call 0151 511 

6560 for more details. 

 
This newsletter provides general information and resources for parents and carers of 
young people with SEND, and for professionals who support them. Please note, 
while we take every care to ensure the information we share is accurate the 
information provided is not a direct recommendation from the Short Breaks Service 
and we recommend that you complete your own research about the information and 
events we signpost. 
 

We recognise that not all the information in this newsletter will be relevant to 
everyone included on the mailing list. If there is some specific information you would 
like to see more of, or information from a certain service that you’d like to share 
please let me know and I will try to include next time. If you do not wish to continue 
receiving this newsletter, please let me know. 
 

Don’t forget that Max Cards are available for our 

families in Halton all year round.  

The card is designed to help families save money on 

great days out at castles, zoos, bowling alleys and 

more.  

Don’t forget you can access our Short Breaks page on 
the Local Offer by scanning this QR code here or click 
this link. 
 
Here you’ll find lots of useful information and 
resources, while the Leisure page here has details of 
activities and events across Widnes and Runcorn 
 

https://halton.me/local-offer-contact-us/
https://mymaxcard.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
https://mymaxcard.co.uk/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/halton-children-family-services/halton-short-breaks/
https://localoffer.haltonchildrenstrust.co.uk/leisure/


 
 

 
 

     Julie.Pennington@halton.gov.uk  

Short Breaks Service for Children with Disabilities Halton Borough Council 

Tel: 0151 511 6560 

Email: AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk 

mailto:Julie.Pennington@halton.gov.uk
mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk

